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 SERVICES THIS WEEK

 

Readings for  t he Second Sunday in Advent :

 Old Test am ent  :  Isaiah 11 v 1 - 10        New Test am ent  :   Romans 15 v 4 - 13

Gospel:  Matthew 3 v 1 - 12       Psalm : 72 v 1 - 7, 18 - 19

The Gospel reading for  t he Second  Sunday in  Advent

Mat t hew  3 v 1 - 12 - The Proclam at ion of  John t he Bapt ist

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of 
Judea, proclaiming,?Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has 
come near.? This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke 
when he said,

?The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
?Prepare the way of the Lord;
make his paths straight.? ?

Now John wore clothing of camel?s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild 
honey.  Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region around the Jordan 
were going out to him,  and they were baptized by him in the River Jordan, 
confessing their sins.

But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his 
baptism, he said to them, ?You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from 
the coming wrath? Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, and do not 
presume to say to yourselves, ?We have Abraham as our ancestor,? for I tell 
you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham.  Even now 
the ax is lying at the root of the trees; therefore every tree that does not bear 
good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.

?I baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming after me 
is more powerful than I, and I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  His winnowing fork is in his hand, 
and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary, 
but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.?



If you are unable to attend a service in church this Sunday, there are 
services on the radio ...

8.10am     BBC Radio 4   Advent  Aut hors: Dylan Thom as

                      A  service from Swansea led by Fr Matthew Roche-Saunders

 3.00pm    BBC Radio 3  Choral Evensong

Choral Vespers  from  Arundel Cathedral

Candlelit  Carol Service at  Alvedist on   
Tuesday, 23rd December at 6pm for a 

carol service for, and involving, all ages, 
to be led by the Rev. Dr. Ruth 

Howlett-Shipley.

If you would like to join the short 
procession, we will meet at the Manor, 
(thanks to Rodney and Sue Heath,) at 

5.30pm, bearing torches, but otherwise 
go straight to the church and enjoy our 

new, effective heaters. Afterwards 
mulled wine and soft drinks will be 
provided, and if you'd like to bring a 

plate of mince pies or other festive food 
to share, that will be very welcome.

St  Mar t in's, Fif ield 
Bavant

ADVENT SERVICE

Sunday 14t h Decem ber  3pm

We will hold our usual Advent service, 
with poems, prayers, readings, music and 

hymns based on Advent Antiphons. 

Do join us for this special, contemplative 
service midway during Advent.



Clergy Cont act s & Work ing Days

Please note that the clergy team is  available throughout the week and a member of the team is always 
available in an emergency or for an immediate pastoral need.

  Revd Ruth Tel:  01722 697022  -  Revd Ruth's non-working day is a Monday.

Revd Alison:  01722 697404 or 07904 034221  -  Revd Alison's non-working day is a Friday. 

Revd Kate: 07754 582395

Revd Maggie: 01722 325825   Revd Maggie's non-working days are Mondays and Fridays. 
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